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Q: What are Impact Fees? 

Impact fees are collected on new construction and are designed to have growth pay its share 
of public-service costs. They are to be used for one-time capital improvements for growth-
related infrastructure which can be found in the County’s Capital Improvement Plan. 

Q: Does Lancaster County Charge Impact Fees? 

County Council passed four development impact fees for Lancaster County on July 19, 
2021.  The State of South Carolina grants the power for cities and counties to collect 
development impact fees on new development pursuant to the rules and regulations set 
forth in the South Carolina Development Impact Fee Act (Code of Laws of South Carolina, 
Section 6-1-910 et seq.). A copy of the County impact fee study, which includes a housing 
affordability analysis may be found  here .  

Q: What are the Fees For? 

Lancaster County’s fees are levied for Sheriff, Fire, and Emergency Medical Services 
(EMS) as well as Parks and Recreation.  

      Q: I’m a Current Resident or Business 
           Owner, Does This Affect Me?  

The fees will not be levied against current 
structures. They are used to help pay for 
future growth projects only. However, if 
you plan to expand your current 
residence/business and/or relocate and 
build elsewhere in the County, the fees 
may apply to you. 

Q: In What Areas of the County Do 
      the Fees Apply? 

Fees are applicable in the highest growth 
area which is defined as the greater 
panhandle of the County. The greater 
panhandle is depicted in the map at right 
and includes the six most northern fire 
districts: Pleasant Valley, Indian Land, 
Van Wyck, Riverside, Shiloh Zion, and 
Camp Creek. Fees may vary depending 
on the specific location of the 
development project within the greater panhandle area.  Only the Parks and Recreation Fee 
applies to the entire area. 
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https://cms9.revize.com/revize/lancastercountysc/Document_Center/Quick%20Links/Lancaster%20County%20Dev%20Impact%20Fee%20Study_6.23.21%20final.pdf
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The three remaining public 
safety fees for Sheriff, Fire 
and EMS are limited to 
projects in the northern three 
fire districts of Indian Land, 
Van Wyck and Pleasant 
Valley. This area is indicated 
as the entire blue shaded 
portion in the map to the left.  

It is important to note, the fire 
impact fee in the Pleasant 
Valley District (the upper blue 
shaded area on the map to the 
left) is slightly less than in the 
rest of the public safety fee 
area. That is explained in the 
question which immediately 
follows. 

Q: How Much Can I Expect to Pay? 

Development Type

Single Family Detached $851 $131 $123 $1,004 $2,109
Single Family Attached $723 $112 $104 $852 $1,919
Multifamily $604 $93 $88 $713 $1,498

Retail $0 $203 $109 $1,604 $1,916
Office $0 $68 $37 $545 $650
Industrial $0 $35 $18 $277 $330
Warehouse $0 $12 $7 $98 $117
Healthcare $0 $76 $41 $599 $667
Institutional $0 $138 $74 $1,090 $1,302

Nonresidential (per 1,000 square feet)

Residential (per housing unit)

Maximum
Supportable FeeFireEMSSheriff

Parks &
Recreation
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If your project is located in the Indian Land or Van Wyck Fire Districts, the following 
would apply: 
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If your project is located in the Pleasant Valley Fire District, the following would apply: 

The Pleasant Valley Fire District fees are slightly less because of a credit due to existing debt 
on a capital expenditure that is funded by the annual fee revenue in the district. 

If your project is located in the Riverside, Shiloh Zion, or Camp Creek Fire Districts, the 
following would apply: 

Development Type

Single Family Detached $851 $131 $123 $824 $1,929
Single Family Attached $723 $112 $104 $699 $1,638
Multifamily $604 $93 $88 $585 $1,370

Retail $0 $203 $109 $1,363 $1,791
Office $0 $68 $37 $463 $607
Industrial $0 $35 $18 $236 $309
Warehouse $0 $12 $7 $83 $109
Healthcare $0 $76 $41 $509 $669
Institutional $0 $138 $74 $927 $1,218

Residential (per housing unit)

Nonresidential (per 1,000 square feet)

Parks &
Recreation Sheriff EMS Fire

Maximum
Supportable Fee

Development Type

Single Family Detached $851 $0 $0 $0 $851
Single Family Attached $723 $0 $0 $0 $723
Multifamily $604 $0 $0 $0 $604

Retail $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Office $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Industrial $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Warehouse $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Healthcare $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Institutional $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Residential (per housing unit)

Nonresidential (per 1,000 square feet)

Parks &
Recreation Sheriff EMS Fire

Maximum
Supportable Fee
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Q: At What Point are Fees Collected? 

Fees will be collected at the time a building permit is issued. 

Q: When are the Fees Effective? 

These fees will go into effect October 1, 2021. However, Council has recognized that some 
development projects have undertaken significant investment already prior to the fee being 
enacted. As a result, Council determined that if development of a property has achieved an 
approved site-specific development plan prior to Oct. 1, 2021, the project is not subject to 
the development impact fee. The definition of a site-specific development plan can be 
found in the Code of Laws of South Carolina section 6-29-1520(9). 

Q: Can These Fees Change? 

Development impact fees may be adjusted annually to reflect inflation using the 
Construction Cost Index calculated by the Engineering New Record. In addition, Pursuant 
to State Law, Lancaster County must update its impact fee study and capital improvement 
plan to reflect changes at least once every five years. 

Q: How Can I see How Much has been Collected by the County in Impact Fees? 

Lancaster County will prepare and publish an annual report describing the amount of 
impact fees collected, appropriated, and spent during the preceding year. This information 
will be readily available. At the time of this publication, the County has not yet begun 
collections, so the location of that report has yet to be determined. 
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Q: Does the County also Levy 
Impact Fees for Schools?

At its September 13, 2021 meeting, 
County Council adopted a school 
impact fee applicable to new 
residential construction, as requested 
by the Lancaster County School 
District.  

The adopted fee is $8,899 per-unit 
for single family residential and 
$9,441 per-unit for multifamily 
residential. Single family residential 
includes detached homes, attached 
homes, and mobile homes.

The fee is only applicable within the 
Panhandle Service Area and becomes 
effective on January 1, 2022. You 
may access a copy of that study on the 
County website under quick links or 
by clicking here for more 
information. 

All fees increase July 1.

* * *

Please feel free to contact Kimberly Belk at kbelk@lancastersc.net regarding any impact fee study 
questions. 
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https://cms9files.revize.com/lancastercountysc/Document_Center/Quick%20Links/Lancaster%20County%20School%20District%20School%20Impact%20Fee_3.18.21.pdf
mailto:kbelk@lancastersc.net



